The Wedding
Photographer Files
EPISODE ONE:

Should I pick a photographer who
has worked at my venue before?

Hi, I 'm Sarah!
I’m a coffee cake-loving,
fur baby-cuddling Northampton
wedding photographer for
couples longing to leave a
legacy of love.
I’m here today with a mini info guide designed to answer one of
the most common questions I hear from couples searching for a
wedding photographer:
Should I pick a photographer who has worked at my
venue before?
I really wish I could give you a solid “yes” or “no” response.
But … it depends.
Hiring a wedding photographer isn’t a black or white decision
(even though their photos might come in black and white options!)
You simply need to find somebody that fits your wedding
and needs.
Ready to figure out what’s best for you?

What it’s like for a photographer
with experience at your venue
There are a handful of wedding venues close to my home in
Northamptonshire that I work at regularly. Whenever I have a
wedding at one of them, I love setting off from home, taking all
the time-saving shortcuts, making a quick detour to the nearest
Starbucks for a grande decaf almond milk latte with an extra shot,
smugly pulling up into the best car park space and arriving on the
dot. No complication, no sat nav.
When I walk in, the staff say hi making me feel like I’ve arrived home.
Having worked there so much, I navigate my way through the rabbit
warren of corridors to the bridal suite without checking any signs.
When everyone’s ready, I know exactly what route I’ll take to get to
the ceremony room in the shortest possible time.
I know exactly where we’ll find a beautiful view with shaded shelter
from the intensely hot sun for the portraits. I can quickly get from
there to the amazing staircase while avoiding the guests, so the
couple aren’t delayed by interruptions en route, and be back just
in time for when the beef is cooked to perfection and the Chef
shouts “Hands!”
And I know they have earl grey tea so I don’t have to bring my own.
So. Much. Ease.

Three reasons you’ll love hiring a
photographer that’s worked at
your venue before
#

1

They know your venue
Like the well-loved handle of their favourite coffee mug,
they’ll know all the features, nooks and crannies that make
your venue so special. Which means they’ll know exactly
where and how to capture the best photos.

#

2

They won’t be wasting time getting to know their
way around
Since they’ve been there before, they already know the
short-cuts between rooms and the best routes to take to
ensure as much time as possible is spent taking photos
and not holding things up.

#

3

You know what to expect from your wedding photos
You’ve seen, and hopefully loved, photos they’ve taken
before. In fact, you might be hiring them precisely because
you fell in love with the photos they’ve taken at your venue
before! So you can rest well knowing they’ll create photos
you adore.

The downside to hiring a photographer that’s worked at your
venue before is that they may be tempted to stay inside their
comfort zone and capture the same-old photos. If you do
decide to hire a photographer that’s worked at your venue
before, make sure you ask them this: “How do you keep your
work fresh and unique to each couple?”

What it’s like for a photographer
without experience at your venue
How can a photographer that hasn’t shot at your venue before
prepare for your wedding day?
One word: Google. Google search, Google images, Google maps,
Google street view … Google was invented for working out wedding
day logistics!
Social media is a great resource too. You know that feeling when you
meet someone you’ve been following IRL and it feels like you already
know them? It’s the same with photographers and wedding venues.
When I’m planning to photograph at a venue I haven’t been to before,
I’ll follow them and soak up every detail so that it feels familiar when I
get there.
I’ll make a quick phone call to the wedding coordinator at the venue
sometimes too. That’s useful if I have a concern about good locations
for family photos in the rain or to ask if there’s a high viewpoint for a
photo of everyone.

Should your photographer do a venue recce?
They can! But it’s not mandatory. A documentary wedding
photographer relies on two things: light and moments.
Both of which will be unique to your wedding day …
and no venue recce will prepare them for that!

Three reasons you’ll love hiring a
photographer that hasn’t worked
at your venue before
#

1

Your photographer will have a fresh perspective
There’s something special about shooting in a venue for
the first time. This first spark of inspiration will ensure your
wedding photos are fresh, original and stand out from other
wedding photos at the same venue.

#

2

You’ll get pictures that are completely unique
Your venue plus your photographer’s unique style at your
venue for the first time equals pictures that have never
existed before! You’ll have a little bit of history … just for you.

#

3

You’ll create truly meaningful magic
It can be tempting for photographers that have shot at your
venue before to play it safe and repeat the same scenes that
worked in the past. This can, sometimes, lead to impersonal
photos. A fresh perspective means meaningful photos just
for you.

If you’re leaning towards hiring a photographer that hasn’t
worked at your venue before, make sure you ask them how
they’re going to prepare for your wedding day.

Verdict

It’s not better, or worse,
one way or the other.
It’s just different.

But more than venue experience,
experience matters.
When you ask a photographer if they’ve worked at your venue
before, what’s really running through your mind?
(Apart from, “Should we go for the classic vanilla or raspberry and
amaretto for the top tier?”)
You want to make sure you’re getting an experienced photographer
who can get great photos at your venue, right?
The thing that helps me most on a wedding day is my
experience and ability to create consistently great photos in
any situation.
It’s experience, more than venue experience, that matters most.
I’ve shot a summer wedding at Eltham Palace in London.
(I love that place! It’s so Gatsby!)
But that doesn’t automatically mean I’ll do a great job there again.
Another couple at the same venue might choose a candlelit
ceremony in the winter which that summer wedding wouldn’t
prepare me for at all. But my experience of shooting in the dark at
other venues would be invaluable.

How to find out if your
photographer is experienced
enough to get great photos
at your venue

Ask them specific questions like:

1.
2.

“Have you shot at a venue like ours in the summer before?
Have you shot a winter wedding after dark in a venue like
ours before?”
“How will you make sure you’ve got the logistics for the day
down pat so that you can spend as much time as possible
taking photos?”

A seasoned pro wedding photographer won’t even hesitate to show
you relevant examples and explain their approach in detail.

Finally, in the words
of the SVP pups:
Follow your heart.
Woof!Our hearts, and noses, always take us to great places: Sarah, snacks,
dirty socks and the bone we hid in the garden last winter.
Follow our lead and let your heart – and nose! – guide the way too.
There’s no one-size-fits-all with weddings, so this is a very general guide
based on Mum’s experience and documentary style of wedding photography.
If you’re unsure about something, speak to your intended photographer.
Humans give great advice.
Then do what feels right for you.
Our absolute best piece of advice is to listen to your intuition and stay true
to yourselves.
You know you best.
Love,

Daisy and Poppy
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